DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

to her daughters. The beloved place, Albert's
creation, would thus become the private ancestral
home of his descendants. She figured it as con-
tinuing to be just what it had been to her, a home
of withdrawal from the pomp and trappings of
official residences, and her son, after her death would
find seclusion and refreshment here, and so from
generation to generation it would pass on, always in
private possession of the dynasty.

For many years the Queen had gone abroad in the
spring for a month's holiday, but in 1900 she went to
Ireland instead.   The war in South Africa had raised
the bitterest hostility to England on the Continent,
and particularly in France,   The French papers took
her as the personification of English aggression and
brutality, and were full of vile caricatures of her.
She did not wish to pass through France, far less to
spend her holiday on the Riviera.   With two of her
daughters,  Princess  Christian  and  Princess Henry
of Battenberg she went to Dublin, staying at the
Viceregal Lodge.   It was a gallant expedition for an
old lady of eighty years, but she wanted to mark her
appreciation of the services of the Irish regiments in
South Africa : also she had not been to Ireland since
she was there forty years ago with the Prince Consort
to see the Prince of Wales at the Curragh.   But this
visit could scarcely be described as a holiday :  day
after day she inspected convents and churches and
schools and troops, she gave dinners at the Viceregal
Lodge, and she came back, immensely gratified with
the enthusiastic loyalty of her people, but tired out*
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